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ust as the halachic sections of the written Torah were meant to

YOWIIN 1 uan saw DRI miy rpy b remain a closed book without the elucidation of the Oral Torah,
= I3 Twvmar_sxmwan vy on - “ 50, 100, are the narratives incomprehensible without the explanations

m%! of the Oral Torah. One of the most difficult portions in the Torah to
v 52w py i a:ﬁm_mx;w understand is the episode of Yosef and his brothers that culminated
WO oM amprn wbw M by o 61’11 his being sold by them as a slave to Egypt. What follows is a
' SRR B - compendium based on Chazal and later commentaries.
_— mpend

' Each of the twelve sons of Yaakov possessed specific traits and
talents that would be required by their descendants, the twelve tribes,
in order for each tribe to Fulfill its unigue role in the building of the
{{ Jewish people. Each son expressed a different facet of their father
Yaakov's persona ity. Yaakov himsell em ied the entire Jewish

people, Yisrael, in microcosm.
Yosef, unlike his brothers, was a complete replica of his father
Yaakov, Fashisned T ks physical and spiritual likeness. Yosef was
/ & Yaakov's firstborn in thought, for Yaakov ha intended to marry
Rachel first and Yosef was Rachel’s firstborn, As Yaakov’s likeness,
Yosef also possessed all the various traits that would define the entire

Jewish peaple.
peop

Yosef's role was to rovide i ith the means to
U deve eir indivi - Thus Yosef preceded his brothers to

Egypt and lay the f ation for his brothers” eventual sojourn there.
Yosef's descendant Yehoshua conquered the land that the tribes then
developed into the Jewish commonwealth. And at the end of time,
Mashiach ben will prepare the way for Mas_hiw.
: With the birth of Yaakov's twelve sons, the transition between the
7‘gperiod of the Avos (Forefathers) and that of the Shevatim (Tribes)
w'as;’comp eted. € question arose, owever, did the twelve rothers
constitute the beginning of Klal Yisrael, or_were they onlv ihe
forertnners of a nation yet to be? [3:d they have the halachic status of
n,\je;ws or were they still considered brei Noach {Noachides). The
answer to that question obviously had profound halachic signifi-

@ cance.
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The brothers maintained that they aiready representea |
embryo and th s. Yosef, however,

maintained that they were not yet a nation, but only the forerunners

of a nation. To the brothers the time had already come to start
fulfilling their TAdivzdual tales in the totality of Klal Yisrael, whereas

Yosef saw himself as a shepherd to his brothers, to_nurture and
prepare them for their eventyal roles.
~"Wow we can understand why Yaakov conveyed to Yosef alone the
Torah he had learned in the yeshivah of Shem and Eiver. Since this
was a Torah of bnei Noach, only Yosef considered it relevant. The
other brothers already considered themselves to be Jews.

Con with his view of his role, Yosef kept careful watch on

his brothers. For instance, he nurtured and guided the sons of the _

maidservants, who were destined to become followers and supporters
among the Jewish people. The Torah’s description of Yosef “y) X1}

(G {he was a youth)” — suggests his self-appointed task — “y)% —

developing and arousing their talents. With the more influential
brothers, who would be the leaders of the future nation, Yosef served
as a watchdog monitoring their activities and reporting to his father.

Chazal tell us that Yosef reported three things concerning his

“U brothers to his father: that they were were eating eiver min hachai,

flesh torn from a living animal; that they were calling the sons of the
maidservants, slaves; and that they were conducting themselves in an -
immoral fashion with the Canaanite women. In each of these cases,
the disagreement between Yosef and his brothers hinged on their

% halachic status.

B} Because the brothers considered themselves Jews, they did not wait to |
begin dismembering an animal until all movement ceased. Yosef,

o

A Jew is permitted to eat meat from an animal that has been
ritually slaughtered even if it is still twitching (mefarcheses).
Bnei Noach, however, were prohibited, prior to the giving of the
Torah, from eating meat from an animal until all motion ceased,

however deemed this eiver min hachai since he considered them bnei
Noach.

Similarly, if Yaakov had the halachic status of a ben Noach, then
even though Bilhah and Zilpah were servants, their children were
free men (see Kiddushin 67b). But if he was considered a Jew, then his
children by the maidservants were slaves unless their mothers were
previously freed or converted. Yosef assumed that Yaakov was of the
same opinion as he, and therefore had not freed his maidservants, But

4[ according to the brothers, if the maidservants had not been freed,

their sons were slaves. Thus, the brothers’ halachic opinion, in Yosef's

eyes, was tantamount to calling the children of Bilhah and Zilpah :

slaves.
The brothers considered themselves naturally separated from the

;{Gother nations by virtue of their status as Jews. Thus they saw no

danger in engaging in business transactions with Canaanite mer-
chant women. Yosef, on the other hand, saw no natural barrier
between his brothers and their neighbors, and therefore regarded this
association as fraught with danger.

S#  Had Yosef reported to his father the facts and let him decide how

to interpret them, there would have been no fault in his report.
Instead, he reported his conclusions alone to his father, creating a
negative impression of his brothers’ conduct. He was still not mature
enough, says Sforno, to consider the far-reaching implications of his
actions.

The Torah then informs us that_Yaakov, in his role as Yisrael,
the progenitor of the future nation — and not as Yaakov, the
personal father to twelve individual sons — loved Yasef mikol banav
— literally, from all his sons. His love for Yosef emanated from
the love of all "bjg”gonrls_,._’ﬁg{ he viewed Yosef as the one who
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"He made Yosef a kesones pasim, either a coat of many colors,
representing his multi-faceted role, or g wristband (see Baalei
HaTosafos). Just as the wrist represents the link between the arm

muscles and the hands, S0, too, Yosef was the link to actualize the
potential of the brothers. {The name Yosef is 09 — wrist — plus two
b letters of God's Name.)

/ The brothers viewed Yosef as a threat to the nation, which in their
@ view had already come i ing; They perceived him as attempting
to curry favor in Yaakov's eyes at their expense. They viewed their

v father’s love for Yosef as coming at their expense, and thus estranged |

P | { themselves from him and could not find the ability to speak to him in

a-friendly fashion. In their view, Yosef was a threat to the ultimate .
o be reached through the unity of

harmonious perfection that had t
each tribe coniributing its unique portion and not usurping the role of |
another tribe.

( © Chazal tell us that there are two distinct types of dreams: those
generated by one’s own thoughts and ideas; the other linked to
prophecy. When Yosef related his dreams concerning his brothers’
sheaves of grain bowing ‘to him — and later the dream of the sun,
moon and stars bowing to him — he did so because he viewed them

“Yas prophetic mandates, The brothers, however, saw them as further
preof that thoughts of domination preoccupied his mind.

When Yosef was sent by Yaakov to report on the welfare of the
brothers, they saw this as an opportunity to defend themselves
against this usurper of their roles in Kla/ Yisrael. They feared he

Vgwould defame them to Yaakov, and that they would be banished, as
- Yishmael was by Avraham and Esav by Yitzchak.

Thus, Yosef was in their view a rodef, a pursuer who threatened
both their physical existence and eternal roles as the founders of Klal
Yisrael. For this reason they decided that they were justified, perhaps
even required, to kill him first. Rather than kill Yosef, however, they
listened to the pleas of Reuven who argued that their involvement in
his death should be passive, and ultimately to Yehudah, who urged
them to sell Yosef as a slave.

The brothers were so convinced that they were justified that after

3 selling Yosef they sat down to eat bread without any pangs of guilt.
Their common meal was in effect a celebration of the fact that now
unity and harmony between them would be unhindered by Yosef's
evil designs,

Even years later, when th sea their pasts for ins that

Yl could explain a series of apparently tragic events, they could not come
up wigmmommmmm
they still deemed the sale Trif o have been justified.

In the final analysis, both Yosef and his brothers seemingly acted
with proper intentions. But if so, why did Yosef’s sale leave such a
6 stain on the history of the Jewish people? The midrashim and
piyutim attribute, for instance, the death of the ten martyrs
mentioned in the Yom Kippur davening to the sale of Yosef.
Though the brothers felt fully justified, the Torah reveals to us that
their mispercepti ing Yosef was not simply an innocent
’;7 .mistake. Coloring their judgment was a slight trace of jealousy,
Chazal tell us that jealousy removes a person from the warld This
means, In part, that it re i
causes Kim to view people and incidents in a distorted fashion.
“Since the brothers’ deed was_ _tgjg_ted_hx,.iﬂﬂlﬂusaf-bnlh.thm
S future generations had to suffer the co bbeinu Yonah
finds in tRe simas chinam (causeless hatred) for which the Second
;-3// Beis Hamikdash was destroyed an echo of the hatred of Yosef's

brothers.__;
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